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School Bus Student Pedestrian 
Collision Investigation 


Fundamental differences must be 
recognized by the School Bus Colli- 
sion Investigation Team (SBCIT) 
regarding school buses and pedes- 
trian collision investigations. Those 
differences include determining: 

1. Did the pedestrian collide with 
another vehicle at an authorized 
bus stop location? 

2. Did the pedestrian collide with a 
school bus as the collision 
event? 

3. Did the school bus collide with 
one or more pedestrian(s) at the 
authorized bus stop location? 

4. Was the pedestrian a student 
passenger who was assigned to 
the school bus in this collision 
event? 

5. Was the pedestrian another per- 
son who was not a school bus 
passenger? 

6. Where was the exact location 
and direction of the pedestrian 
when struck by the school bus? 

7. Where was the exact location 
and direction of the pedestrian 
when struck by the other vehi- 
cle in relation to the school bus 
position? 

8. What was the pedestrian body 
position when struck by the 
school bus? 

9. What type of school bus was 
involved in this collision event? 

10. What part of the school bus was 
involved in the first harmful 
event (FHE) of the pedestrian? 

11. What was the height of the 
school bus front bumper and 
how would the bumper area 
impact the pedestrian's body 
height? 

The SBCIT must describe the actual 
pedestrian movements and actions 
or behavior without inferring specif- 
ic pedestrian decision errors which 
were not observable or could not be 
reasonably inferred. 


Pedestrians Colliding with School Bus- 
es. The SBCIT must consider all types 
of pedestrian collision events including 
those directly caused by the pedestrian 
as the object colliding with the school 
bus. Traffic regulations and court deci- 
sions generally favor the pedestrian 
even though that pedestrian is the strik- 
ing vehicle or object against a school 
bus. Pedestrians on skateboards, sleds, 
toboggans, skis, skates, rollerblades 
and other similar equipment may not be 
able to effectively control their en- 
croachment into the school bus lane of 
traffic. Pedestrians may act impulsively 
and run out into traffic ahead of or to 
the side of a school bus. Pedestrians 
have been known to attempt a bumper 
ride on their skateboards or roller- 
blades and collide with the bus when it 
stops. 

Pedestrian Safety While in Residential 
Crosswalks . 

1. Did the school bus collide with one 
or more pedestrian(s) while they 
were in residential crosswalks? 

2. If there was no known in advance 
threat to pedestrian safety in the 
residential crosswalk when a school 
bus collision event occurred then 
the SBCIT should reconsider all bus 
stop danger factors. 

3. SBCIT will determine the number 
and type of school bus stop arm 
violations at this location. 

4. SBCIT will determine what, if any, 
countermeasures can be assured to 
prevent any future student pedestri- 
an collision with the school bus. 

5. The SBCIT will determine if the oth- 
er vehicle from the opposing lane 
did not stop for a pedestrian in the 
residential crosswalk. 

6. Did the school bus driver fail to 
check the front of the bus and 
struck a pedestrian with the front 
bumper before that pedestrian 
could clear the bus and continue on 
across the street? 



7. Did the school bus driver not 
check the rear or side view mir- 
rors to see a pedestrian running 
for the bus when the bus hit the 
pedestrian? 

8. Was the school bus turning left in 
a left turn lane hit a pedestrian in 
the residential crosswalk when 
the walk sign was green? 

9. Was the school bus turning right 
in a right turn lane hit a pedestri- 
an in the residential crosswalk 
when the walk sign was green? 

1. What bus stop locations should 
be moved to avoid left or right 
turn student pedestrian colli- 
sions? 

Student Pedestrian Decision Errors or 
Faulty Assumptions Made That Led to 
a Collision with the School Bus . 

1. Was there any identifiable and 
validated pedestrian decision er- 
ror that was made that caused 
this school bus vs. pedestrian 
collision event? 

2. Did the student pedestrian as- 
sume that the school bus would 
stop and yield right-of-way? 

3. Did the student pedestrian as- 
sume that the school bus driver 
(SBD) was aware of his or her 
presence beside the roadway and 
was intending to enter that road- 
way? 

4. Did the student pedestrian as- 
sume that the SBD was aware of 
his or her already having entered 
into the roadway? 


